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BURA ANNOUNCE WINNERS OF BEST PRACTICE AWARD
BURA (The British Urban Regeneration Association) today (17th November 2009) named six schemes as winners of its Awards for Best Practice in Regeneration 2009. 
BURA’s Chair Jackie Sadek congratulated all the winners:
 “In a tough year for the sector, I am thrilled that the Awards for Best Practice in Regeneration are recognising six schemes that are not only weathering the storm, but doing it in style. These projects are leading the way in regeneration and offer lessons that reach far across the sector. I look forward to meeting all the winners and congratulating them at what promises to be a fantastic celebration in January.”
The winners this year are a diverse group of projects that combine regeneration with areas such as heritage, the natural environment, arts and education. Once again the awards have shown that best practice can be found in projects both big and small; one winner is a ward-based partnership while others have transformed swathes of their cities. 
This year’s winners are:
· Liverpool ONE, Liverpool

· Middlesbrough College at Middlehaven, Tees Valley
· The Playhouse, Londonderry 

· Renewing the Routes, Belfast

· St Peter’s Partnership, Ashton-u-Lyne 

· The Welsh Highland Railway

Social Development Minister Margaret Ritchie said "I am delighted to again provide sponsorship for the BURA awards which recognise best practice in regeneration. Of course I am especially proud to see that two NI projects have been successful this year which demonstrates that NI continues to forge ahead, creating successful partnerships to deliver high quality projects which make a difference to the people on the ground." 
As project sponsor, DSD, has applauded the success of the Renewing the Routes programme .  Elaine Wilkinson, the Department's Director of Regeneration in Belfast said, "It is hugely rewarding to be involved in a project like Renewing the Routes, which, like the best urban regeneration initiatives, has turned out to be so much more than the sum of its parts."
Leighton Andrews, Deputy Minister for Regeneration, said the hardworking team at The Welsh Highland Railway were worthy winners:
 “This project illustrates the importance of the third sector to the local economy and how their enthusiasm and hard work can be channelled to bring real benefits to local communities. Tourism is an extremely important sector in Wales and this provides a particularly attractive and sustainable way for visitors and residents to enjoy the scenic beauty of the area. It is an ambitious project but the potential rewards are significant with Wales having the longest heritage railway in Britain”

The achievement of the projects despite the background of difficult economic conditions has been recognised by the award’s four sponsors: the Scottish Government, the Homes and Communities Agency, the Welsh Assembly Government’s Department for the Economy and Transport and the Department for Social Development, Northern Ireland. 

Trevor Beattie, director of strategy and policy, of the Homes and Communities Agency said:
 “I would like to congratulate all the winners who have proved that despite tough economic times, it is possible to maintain standards and deliver top quality schemes.  It is important to remember that these regeneration projects are usually long term, complex endeavours, that face many challenges, which can be physical, social and economic. So to create such award winning projects is an inspiration to the industry.”

The variety of schemes recognised set a benchmark for best practice across the public, private and community sectors of regeneration. All winners will be honoured at the prestigious ceremony being held in London on the 27th January 2010. 
The BURA Awards for Best Practice Ceremony is not only a celebration for the winners but for the regeneration industry as a whole, so please do join us. For ticket prices and further information, please contact Vivien Niblett at BURA on 0207 539 4030 or at Vivien@bura.org.uk
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NOTES TO EDITORS:

About BURA

BURA (The British Urban Regeneration Association), is the leading membership organisation championing regeneration. Its unique strength derives from its wide range of members in the private, public and community sectors; this distinguishes it from any other sector interest group. 

We achieve our mission through our core businesses of -

· Leading the policy debate, influencing and shaping future policy 

· Training regeneration practitioners 

· Identifying and promoting excellence in regeneration 

· Providing a knowledge, evidence and research base 

· Building national and international networks of practitioners

About this year’s winners:

The Welsh Highland Railway

The Welsh Highland Railway is a regenerated steam railway line that runs from Caernarfon to Beddgelert passing through parts of the beautiful Snowdonia National Park. The railway represents an environmentally sensitive way of extending access to the Snowdonia National Park as well as enhancing transport for some of the area’s more remote villages.  It has mobilised large numbers of volunteers in its construction by the Welsh Highland Railway company, and continues to attract volunteers in its operation, helping a core of employed staff. As a tourist attraction, passenger numbers have more than doubled this year and businesses along the line report significant increases in visitors and income. The restoration has also provided work for many local companies giving them a platform to diversify and win work elsewhere. The evidence is strong that the Welsh Highland Railway has had a palpable impact on the local economy. 

For press information, please contact Alasdair Stewart, 01286 830 200, Alasdair.stewart@highrail.co.uk
The Playhouse, Londonderry

The Playhouse in Derry~Londonderry is a refurbished and extended listed building, adjacent to the Walls of Derry and so entwined with one of the city’s most important tourist attractions. Once threatened with demolition, The Playhouse project leads regeneration in the heart of a city, disadvantaged historically by its role as an interface area between conflicting communities.  The social and community dimension is innovative, with use of the arts and creative sector to enhance personal confidence amongst disadvantaged groups from both communities The Playhouse refurbishment and extension has resulted in significant and diverse regeneration benefits including the creation and safeguarding of small businesses, provision of employment and training and enhancement of the city’s tourism offer.  Furthermore, through an effective and committed partnership approach, the project has delivered substantial investment to the city centre and is indirectly providing a catalyst for regeneration along a key city centre street.

For press information, please contact Niall Mc Caughan, 028 7126 8027, niall@derryplayhouse.co.uk
Renewing the Routes, Belfast

Renewing the Routes is a comprehensive, long term project to help combat urban decay in a number of older neighbourhoods in Belfast. Its is a programme involving over 400 works, including amongst other things, the enhancement of gateway sites, the renewal of shop fronts, improvement of open space and murals, and conservation of built heritage that feature on key arterial routes into the city. The intention of the programme is to create a shared, cross community vision of how local people can participate in the growing renewal of Belfast and this actively involves small entrepreneurs, shop keepers and residents in improvements of their own area. A focused programme team has achieved a large amount with a budget of £4.1 million, and a rigorous GIS mapping system and baseline provide solid information against which the programme is monitored and evaluated.

For press information, please contact Barry Rolston, 028 9091 8764, rolstonb@belfastcity.gov.uk
Middlesbrough College at Middlehaven, Tees Valley
Middlesbrough College is the development of a new, 10,000 student FE college on a brownfield site at the centre of the Middlehaven regeneration area in Tees Valley. The college is a significant investment in the town, and aside from bringing a business with a turnover of over £30million to Middlehaven, the college provides new jobs and a curriculum promoting entrepreneurship to foster opportunities for local people. Excellent community outreach, through sports, arts, theatre and technical learning activities make up a dynamic programme of events that bring the benefits of the college to a single campus in the town. The building is a dramatic landmark for the town and is transforming the image, and practice, of education in Middlesbrough. As a piece of essential infrastructure, it is an excellent example of an education-led project that is contributing to and supporting the regeneration of its locale.

For press information, please contact Martin Peagam, 0791 939 4622, m.peagam@mbro.ac.uk
St Peter’s Partnership, Ashton-u-Lyne 

St Peter’s Partnerships is a ward based community organisation in Ashton-under-Lyne, Greater Manchester. The partnership runs a wide range of community-based projects and businesses which meet the needs and priorities of local residents. It is made up of a social enterprise trading arm that generates a surplus that, in combination with grants, supports its own charitable work. It delivers services relating to community development, cohesion, skills and training programmes, and other community activities in the St Peter’s ward. Local involvement in the design and delivery of the partnership’s work ensures that it continues to develop in direct response to local need and this accounts for the success of outcomes and opportunities provided to the local community. The partnership is well managed and financially viable. A varied work programme is delivered with unwavering focus on clear goals and its many elements are brought together to create something more than the sum of its parts.

For press information, please contact Sara Wiper, 0161 214 8300, sara.wiper@stpeterspartnership.com
Liverpool ONE, Liverpool

Liverpool ONE is a major retail-led redevelopment of 42 acres of brownfield land in Liverpool city centre. Based on a Masterplan that provided opportunities for 26 architects to design new buildings, the resulting additions to the cityscape have been delivered with flexibility and flair. Public realm works have provided a new park, reinforced the street patterns, and pedestrianisation has created connections from Lime St station to the Docks and with many traditional attractions of the city. The redevelopment has reversed the decline of the city centre, and is improving both footfall and spending in Liverpool, which has recently moved up 10 places in the retail rankings, and the project has provided significant job creation. Despite its recent completion, it is a safe, well-managed space that is already an established, well-used part of the urban fabric of the city.

For press information, please contact Kate Kilborn, 0207 312 6479, kate.kilborn@grosvenor.com
About our Sponsors in the UK:
The Homes and Communities Agency
The Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) is the single, national housing and regeneration agency for England.  Our role is to create opportunity for people to live in high quality, sustainable places. We provide funding for affordable housing, bring land back into productive use and improve quality of life by raising standards for the physical and social environment. 

Operational since 1 December 2008, the HCA brings together English Partnerships, the investment functions of the Housing Corporation, and the Academy for Sustainable Communities, with major delivery programmes of Communities and Local Government. 

The Scottish Government

Our purpose is to focus the Government and public services on creating a more successful country, with opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, through increasing sustainable economic growth.  We help disadvantaged communities through the creation of mixed communities and urban regeneration companies.  We develop approaches to town centres, to bringing back vacant and derelict land back into productive use and to empowering and engaging communities.  Two catalyst funds help regenerate disadvantaged communities: the Fairer Scotland Fund and the Wider Role Fund and our Scottish Centre for Regeneration coordinates three learning networks to connect people involved in community regeneration, towns and high streets or mixed communities to good practice in regeneration.
The Welsh Assembly Government’s Department for the Economy and Transport
The Welsh Assembly Government’s Department for the Economy and Transport advances the sustainable development of Wales. The Department pursues a strategic approach to economic regeneration, with joined-up action in support of clear policy goals.  It provides an effective and efficient business support structure, with services more accessible than ever. Economic development professionals bring forward a range of regeneration initiatives consistent with the Wales Spatial Plan, which provides the framework for spreading prosperity more evenly across Wales. 

It also provides mainstream programmes that help develop property for companies, support business, promote inward investment, and encourage entrepreneurship and community regeneration. More information can be found at www.wales.gov.uk
The Department for Social Development - Northern Ireland

The Department for Social Development in Northern Ireland has responsibility for delivering urban regeneration, community and voluntary sector development, social legislation, housing, social security benefits, pensions and child support.

Urban and community renewal is central to the Department's mission to tackle disadvantage and build communities, and plays a key role in helping to build more socially and economically sustainable neighbourhoods.  The Department’s urban regeneration programmes contribute to the economic growth of Northern Ireland and improve the quality of life for individuals, vulnerable groups and neighbourhoods. 

More information can be found at http://www.dsdni.gov.uk
Official Media Partner, Regeneration & Renewal 
Regeneration & Renewal is the market leading magazine in the regeneration sector. Its readers, whether they work in central government, local authorities or the private sector, are involved in reviving run-down areas and tackling deprivation issues.  The magazine includes dedicated news sections on community renewal, economic development and physical regeneration, as well as the most comprehensive jobs listing in the sector. Other weekly features include some of the most highly respected and authoritative columnists in the field, analysis and critique of a major new regeneration scheme, and a three-page section dedicated to helping readers improve their skill base. 
